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Nose Creek School, Drama Option

Grade 4, 2017/2018
Course Teacher:  Mrs. Ross
Location:  Foods Room/Room M114
COURSE CONTENT

The Drama option course offered at Nose Creek School encompasses theatre in which students are involved as creators, performers, historians, critics and consumers. The program enables students to enhance the depth and breadth of their expression and intuitive response to the Fine Arts.
CLASSROOM ROUTINES AND EXPECTATIONS

· Please dispose of your gum before entering the classroom!

· Wear comfortable clothing and shoes that allow you to move freely!

· No food or drinks are allowed in the classroom!  

· 3 unexcused lates = 20 minute detention.  You will know when you are late when the classroom door is closed!

ENTERING THE CLASSROOM
You will be expected to enter the classroom quietly, and ready for attendance, announcements and instructions.  Please sit down and wait for further instruction from the teacher.
REQUIRED MATERIALS

· Duotang - to be left in the Drama bin.

· Pen or pencil, on occasion.

· Props, music, a book, or any material you may need for a special project.

If you ever have any questions or concerns, please come and talk to me. 

I’m looking forward to our time together this term!

Nose Creek School, Drama Option

Grade 4, 2017/2018
COURSE DESCRIPTION

The Grade 4 Drama option provides hands-on learning experiences that draw upon students’ inner resources, including the mind, body, voice, and imagination.  Students become involved in the creative process relating to the roles of player, playmaker, and audience.  The option stimulates communication skills for personal development and discovery.

In Drama, students will learn the fundamentals of acting through a highly energized fun series of exercises, games and activities.  Students will have the opportunity to develop their creativity, teamwork skills and self-confidence, while exploring the various disciplines of Drama (movement, sound, speech, improvisation, acting, theatre studies and technical theatre).

Ultimately, the goal of this course is to give students information, tools, practice and presentation occasions so that they may become much more educated in Drama.  Focus will be on several in-class presentations and performances, along with a few written assignments and other fine arts-based projects.

COURSE TEXT

There is no assigned text as such.  However, you will be responsible for reading various texts (i.e. plays, scripts) as assigned.  All texts will be provided for you in photocopied form.  

PERFORMANCE OPPORTUNITIES

Nose Creek Drama students will have a variety of performance opportunities throughout the school year.  Last year’s students had a very busy and successful year, which included participation in our daily announcements, assemblies and various functions.
Nose Creek School, Drama Option

Grade 4, 2017/2018
TENTATIVE TIMELINE

The following is a brief description of the disciplines covered in our Drama option this term.  Dates are not listed, as the disciplines may be changed/restructured as the term progresses.

· Movement:  tableaux, creative movement, mime, dance, improvised/choreographed dance, stage fighting, clowning, mask.

· Speech:  storytelling, oral interpretation, choral speech, plays.

· Improvisation/Acting:  creative drama, planned improvisation, spontaneous improvisation, group drama, puppetry, reader’s theatre, story theatre, scripted work, monologues, audition pieces, musical theatre, film/video.

· Theatre Studies:  performance analysis, theatre history, the script.

· Technical Theatre:  lighting, sound, makeup, costume, props, set, visual media, stage management.

TERM EVALUATION

Students will be assessed in four areas (stems) in Drama in each of our disciplines, as outlined above.  You will be evaluated on a four-point scale for each of these areas (1: not meeting, 2: basic, 3: good, 4: excellent).
· Demonstrates individual and collaborative decision making that leads to creative expression 

· Performs dramatic works with clarity and precision

· Analyzes, evaluates and responds critically to dramatic works 

GENERAL EXPECTATIONS FOR STUDENTS IN DRAMA

The following is an explanation of the expectations students are to follow in Drama.  All guidelines outlined in the school’s Handbook (see student agenda) also apply.

Attendance:  Attendance is a mandatory part of Drama; therefore, students are expected to be in class, on time, unless excused by staff or by their parent/guardian.  If a student misses a class, he/she should see his/her teacher upon his/her return to school and catch up on the missed work.  If a student knows that he/she will be away on a certain date, he/she should see his/her teacher prior to the absence to get any work that may be missed.  Ultimately, it is the responsibility of the student to complete any assignments missed due to absences!

Homework & Assignments:  Homework and assignments must be completed on the date specified, and submitted at the beginning of the class period.  
If a student is absent on a day that an assignment/project is due, the student is responsible for submitting it/performing upon return to NCS.
Student Conduct:  Nose Creek School takes pride in creating a safe and positive learning environment for all students.  If any student is found to be disrupting the positive classroom environment (with poor behavior, comments, bullying etc.), they will be dealt with immediately by the teacher and should expect a phone call home, and if necessary, intervention by administration.

STUDENT CONTRACT

I encourage you in making a commitment to excellence in this course and all other school work/experiences at Nose Creek School  After you have read through this course outline, please sign below.  Your signature confirms your acceptance and willingness to abide by the rules, routines and expectations of this option course.

_________________________          _________________________

           Student Signature



                  Date
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